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ever, the ethics of Herr Wentscher. It expressly disavows its modernity in this 
respect. It stands aloof from the tendencies of the epoch, and deals with them 
only to disapprove of them. It rejects the consequences for the control of prac- 
tical life which have been deduced from the scientific theories now dominant ; it is 
opposed to the transference of all such ideals into domains where, according to the 
author's opinion, they have not a shadow of validity. The modern tendency is 
avowedly deterministic and realistic ; Herr Wentscher's ethics is avowedly unde- 
terministic and idealistic. His ethics is, in fine, an individual, not a social, ethics. 
In justification of his anti-modern position, Herr Wentscher remarks that pos- 
sibly the spirit of the times is after all far broader and deeper than it would appear 
ifrom the prevailing tendencies. He believes that there is bidden in the background 
of all the materialistic endeavors which seem to exercise so powerful a fascination on 
the life of the present day, a half recondite, dull, yet struggling impulse in human- 
ity for absolutely liberating itself from the shackles of tradition, convention, and 
the blind worship of things as they are, of the historical status quo, and of the 
necessity of the present course of evolution. Everything seems to point, in his 
judgment, to a far more powerful longing and striving for clearness and light, and 
for a consequent untrammeled theory of purely individual and self-determined con- 
duct. Herr Wentscher, now, would give scientific expression to this deep, ob- 
scure, and ominous undercurrent of the life of our century, and it is in this sense 
only that his ethics lays claim to modernity. It is to be a mirror of the spirit of 
the times, not as it appears at the surface, and in the loud brawlings of the day, 
but as it exists in its profound inward longings to bring humanity and life nearer 
to the goal which an ancient faith forefeelingly described in the words : "God 
made man after his own image." It is thus, to our author's mind, the business of 
ethics to point out the way of fulfilment for this longing after a mode of life in 
which we may bring to its fullest expression our likeness unto God, viz., our abso- 
lute freedom and our absolute perfection. Ethics must choose its criteria and 
ideals in accordance with this ambition, and not make them conform to the tenden- 
cies which the changing intellectual fashions of the day assume. It is to he the 
guide, and not the football, of the Zeitgeist. fi. 

Notes on Child Study. By Edward Lee Tho7-ndike, Ph. D., Adjunct Pro- 
fessor of Psychology, Teachers College, Columbia University. Columbia 
University Contributions to Philosophy, Psychology, and Education. Vol. 8, 
Nos. 3-4. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1901. Pages, 157. Price, 
$1.00. 
The present brochure consists of printed notes intended primarily for the use 
of classes at Teachers College, Columbia University. Since the author proposes 
to issue a new edition yearly, and confesses that they are incomplete and ill-pro- 
portioned, they will hardly be judged suitable for the general public, or for that 
matter for teachers generally of the subject, who have at their command the litera- 
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ture in a much more complete form. Of course, for instructors who have not the 
capacity or the incentive to seek the sources that are now easily accessible, they 
may be of value. It is, however, impossible for one not thoroughly conversant 
with the mechanism of the educational world to say that the sphere of their useful- 
ness is limited ; and it is quite likely that with the assistance which the author 
proffers to all who may use the book, and in view of the fact that busy teachers 
may thus be enabled to carry on experimental investigations with much economy 
of method and effort, they may be made to fulfil a distinct function and be produc- 
tive of beneficial results. The subjects considered are : The Physical Growth of 
Children ; General Physical Conditions and Particular Physical Defects ; Unlearned 
Reactions ; Learned Reactions ; Sense Perception ; Apperception ; Attention ; 
Imagery ; Memory ; Association ; Reasoning ; The Emotional Life of Children ; 
Moral Education and Discipline ; Adolescence ; Directions for Practical Work ; 
etc., etc. 

The price of the volume, considering the fact that it contains but 157 pages 
and is unbound, is rather high, as are all our periodical university publications. ^. 

The Worship of Augustus C^sar. Derived from a Study of Coins, Monuments, 
Calendars, Mias and Astronomical and Astrological Cycles, the Whole Es- 
tablishing a New Chronology and Survey of History and Religion. By 
Alexander Del Mar. New York : The Cambridge Encyclopedia Co. 1900. 
Pages, xxiv, 346. 
This voluminous book is the product of the lucubrations of a man who takes a 
great interest in ancient chronology and the fixation of dates; but the ulterior pur- 
port of the book is religious. Alexander Del Mar, known chiefly for his various 
books on money, monetary systems, and the history of money in various countries, 
states the purpose of this present and latest book from his pen in the following 
words: "The abyss of misery and depravity from which Christianity redeemed 
the Roman Empire can never be fully understood without a knowledge of the im- 
pious worship of emperors to which Europe once bowed its credulous and terrified 
head. When this omitted chapter is restored to the history of Rome, Christianity 
will spring into a new and more vigorour life ; for then only will it be perceived 
how deep and ineradicably its roots are planted, how lofty are its branches and 
how deathless are itsaims." The book contains many interesting remarks, but the 
author decidedly lacks critique. He accepts unreliable statements which ought to 
be rejected. One instance will suffice to characterise his statements : On page 123 
he fixes the era of the nativity of Buddha as 721 B. C. Among many correct state- 
ments, he says (following Lillie) : ' ' Buddha was born on the eighth day of the sec- 
ond month, viz., December 25th ..." He further states that the " Messianic star 
stood over the place of his birth ; " that " he was born among shepherds ; that he 
was recognised by the seers or magi ; his favorite disciple, of whom there were 
twelve, was Arjon ; the duration of his long fast was forty days ; his doctrines are 



